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NS#ION ST. LOE

;. Newtomn St. Lo lies four miles west of Bath, it has been favoured for
centuries as a nleasant place to live as is born out by the fact that the
Romans built a larege villa hore whieh wis probably the summsy yosidencs of
the Propractor of the Provinee or of the officer in comand of Asuace Sulis
(Bath).. "The cxtent of the ruins of this villa were greater than those of
any other villa nithsrto clscoversd inm Britain and nearly as preut in magnitude
2 zny building of the sawme nature atong Roman colonies cut of Italv, the
total lenpth was 125 fte. and it was 55 ft. in bresﬂth"

A% the Novuan Consuest Newton ana‘tna i=znd of twn tna
one Alurie to Guoffrey, Bishop of Contances, wac uctea as e
¥illianm the Coraquu'nr‘“ Coranation in “Wogbainstar Abbey on Chnristaas };&,y 1068
The Domesday Book says "The Bishnp Rimeelf holis NuwctOQc, alaric Ae].'z i
in the time of King Himrd and celaed for three amuc¢, the arasic is four
~carseutesmanﬁ“’~ur”s crvants and Pour villeins and thrds astiapes watn twe
nloughse™ " There iz o mill of seven cnillings and sixpence rent, and nine
aeree of msadow and forty acrss of corpice woude © It wag worth 60 chillines,
noy one hundred shillines. The Bishop diled in 1083 and the Manor navssé
%0 Roger of St. Lo in Norwondy who, it is thousht; wos the Biszhoo's nephew.
The &te Lo (sometines spolt Sayutio, Sainet Lo, Scinblone, Sancto Lando et )
farily held it for about 300 yvears. '
Rorer, pronably living in the reign of King Richard T was succeeded by
Simon de 3ancto Lando and another Roser who followerd Iimon fought acainst
. John When he levied such cnormouns taxes on the zreat nen of the Xianzdowm.
end has it that King Johm was imoriscned in the eastle built by the Ste Io
uily, but it is more likely that the landl oxu himzself suffered this indignity
woaom hhe ?iln." denmanied £100 which was a barcn's fee, instead of a knichit®s
fee which Magna Carta puts at one hundred shillings and he was unable %0 Daye
.p Lf tﬂl% ﬂﬂ*t;v tﬁll remains im the sarden of the present houss
E “OThe The 9t Los wust also have erceled the
chureh ag the dﬁte of thae flrs* Rector ou the list just incide the south.
door is 1487 and also probably the old Cross or Holy Rooidl in the churchyard
near thiz door, the basc of which now forme part of the'ﬁar;ﬁeﬂorial.
The n'xt five Lords of the Manor were all called Jo'm and wore “lmpover-
'qheﬁ by Crusades and Taxes, one of them was Sheriff of Somerset =nd waa
gramoned t8 fight with Kinpg Fdward Iin 179Q at GCarlisle agdinst the Scotse
A tox roll of 1327 in the reiga of Edwrd III is inberesting, beins a list
of inhabitants of Newion whose pgoods were of the valuc of iQ/- or moTe.

Johanne de Sancto Lando : vij s
Hénrico atte Cleygh R o s
Johanne %olmer axky 7 s
Thoma Rosnel : I A -
"Willilmo Atte Bergh xvilj " s
“¥illelmo Rayssh ) o ijsT vy

Heonrieo le Shephurde : Con T ixd




(2)

-Hugeone ztte Wheole iiij 2
Waltere le Frecusshe vis iijd
Johanne Bird ' . o o vid

- Johanne Pesters . e : vis
Johaane Whitholf : _ ixd
Johannz Rossel : ijs vid
¥illelmo le Smyth itijs . vid
Laurencio le Carsenter ‘ xijd
Thoma Hayroun o iiijs
Jonhanna de Sanctc Lunco o iiijs vid
Henrieco Potit idijs
Johanna le Devenisshe : , ’ ovid
Kicardo Bruton s

Willelwo le Smyth one mizht suraise carricd on a flourdshing business
at the smithy the old walls of vhich can stgll be. cen at tie. tou. of Suithn
Hiil under the spresa d1n5 shestnut tree, but alas tﬁg Poor parsﬁn Nicholas
Kwnenersford 13189 - 1338 is aoct even on the list!

From 1375 or 1322 Nevton passed throush the Temale line many times, one
of these heiresces wa;v (l 7%) bore the title of Baromess Mungerford (Farleish
Tunserfors Jliomet, Botrcaux, Hocts, ¥oleyaz and Poverili.  Woen she ﬁanziei

1, Lovd Hastings sl held no lers than 87 Yanors. fler =zon the thix
gEie) s Haguings, firzt Farl of Huntingdon, f)uzbt w1tn He nry VIII at the
% q»a of Terouemie and Tournai. :

In 1u40 Leland vinen bouring Sowcrset wrots "Tbﬁr& is o faire Manor
Disece lile e castelle building at Hewton Sanct o, two miles from Baih by
&eon, sometime one of the chief houses of the lordes Sanct Lo, The Lords
Hustings, Erle of Funtingdon hath it now.”  He died in 1559. :

In 1581, the first ycar mention=d in the Parish Register, the Manor
was in thehands of the Nevills, the sase fanily as the Kingmakers; they held
i% Tor nearly & ocentury, they guarrelled as to the helr and lived hostiy
in Sussexs  In 1666 the year of the Great Fire of London a widow of the
Reviil family sold Newton St. Loe to Jos&gn Lanﬁton cf Bwlstal whoss family
iived here for 275 years.

It is interesting to think that Gromwell in all 3robab111tj stayed st
tac castle though not agressively,: o¢ba;sa Captain Hamington who lived atb
Keiston was related to the then owmer of Newbton and he was a great Parilamann»
syion and a supporter of the Protector.

It is not known where the Manor Housc stood at this times It was
probably joined on to the ancient castle (there arc still marks on its walls
to sacourape this theory)s The front drive as we know it now was not in
Sha] %tence, “there are stumps of old trees from Whistliag Copne near Park Farm
wiing dotmn to the old castle, which probably cenote the old drive approache
ine view com still be had from the ton of the hill of the whole manor '
h Corston cimrch>iu the distance. . The back drive froa the willage was
v on a'map ae far bask as 1742. ' Lt :

Josenh‘Langton was 28 when he ecame to live ot Nowton Park with hic wife
Froneise “They had nine children but only two daugnters surv1ved, the sad
story is told in obsecure Latiq (a translation of which we have at last been
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provided with by the kindness of Mr. Humphreys Of Bristol University, the
wording is most pliotur saun) on a large marble memorial just inside the =zouth
door of the church. Josooh diss in 1718, as the register says "Buried in
/Lennen, for which the psenalty was jaid aceording fo Act of Parliamcnt”.
This refers to two Acts passed in 1666 and 1678 tc encourage the wool trade
but many people insiated on using linen, the penalty for this was £ half
of which to go to the iaformer, dbut a2 way of getting over this was for thu
family to inform upon themselves and so pay oanly £2 =10 0!  The heirs of
tne deceused were nsked to swear cf 'burial in woollen' pefore a uapistrate
and one witness, Joseph himself wus a magisirate out nev&r-thewlc«< his family
would rather pay the fine than bury ala in wooll

© The family name was only poerpetuatoed by ths fact thot his elder surviving
dzachter Anne married her cousin Robert Laq;tCu in 1702, her son anotier
Joaewn lLengton built the prosent Goorglan mansion €0 ua?e the place of the
old wmanor house in 1782 as is mentioned in Farley's Bristol Journal
*Thursday sennight as workmen were digging soue cla y in Newbton Pexk (vhere

"Joseph ‘LéAgfon is building a ﬁNW’hcuge) tney found the entire bones of a

man and & Xing Cnarles' farthing.” Ho was then married to his second wife
Bridget Glanville 26 years younzer thau he was, duvring this yenr their daugiter
Bridget was borne v T
Brideet suececded in 177¢ when her father dlel at his house in Duke St.,
Bath (as the Bath Chronicle and Herald records) sne was only 17. At 21
she married William Gore of Barrow Court, he alded Langton to his name by
Roval permission. A reference %o ne”tv“ in Collinson's History of Somerset
gays "it ia mow the seat of William Gore Langton Esoe who has adormed the
arcient demenes with a very elegant house a fine piece of water and beautiful
nlantutions” it is thought that us befor= mentioned his father-in-lew built
the house but it was he wio bouznt Corston from Mr. Harrington of Keiston Pari.
Colonel Gore Langton (as he became) wmployed Humphrey Repton, one of the
greut eighteenth century landseape garieners to plan the part as it is teday;
he eonztrueted the Gorston érive and the two lakss, so %that some of the
bridle paths <isappeared and it was then that the old rosd from the village
towardg JensPord which cean still be traced down througn workshop cover sad

betwrsen the two lakes was 01t short just below the cottagiose. . Sowe land
was exchangsd for the parson's Glebe lands. It is known that Repton produced
ane of his famous Red Books for Newton, in thesc he explained his plan qnﬂ
incliuded drawings of the grounds as they were and as tney dould look in che
futurp, thicge he presented to thes owner.

One imagines the Gore Langtons a duvoted young couple ‘planning thelr
heme and estate and: bringing up a large young familys. - Br;dgpt had four
childred aand then in 1793 the register of burials reads "Dece. 6th. Gors
Langton, Bridget, wife of %illism Esd. she was deliveredBf a son (Paul
Thomas) the 24th November last at Dean in Oxfordshire and died there this
day at 10'eloek in the aorning. The melancholy news came by express to
Newton Park at 12 o'eclock noon todlay December 14th burlea. 51 years lug dayse
There were- ~suppos ed to be a thousgnd people. present': Lo
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After this trajsdy William Gore Langton seems. to have throwa hins solf
intoc public affairs, his Colonelcy was in the Oxford militia. As =& nember
of Parliament he was a stauncn Fhig und Mr. Pitt used to oay that he wms the
only umembder of Parliament. whom he could not buy! ;

It is likely that during his lifc time the life of Newton as a village'
waz at its busiest. The coalmine opposite the Globe Inn must have provided
work for many of its inhabitauts, the top of the shafi is still. diccernable
in the middle of the triangular field aeross the read from the publie nouqc.
and the chimncy <djacent o it was only throwm when it became dangerous
within living memorye. Scams of irom ore intersecte: the eoal which was
converted into. coke and transported by road to barges on the river, onc of
these horse barges reasnined on the river near here until we were threatened
with invasion-in ¥Worid Var II when it was destroyeds - The coal mine was
eventually closcd due to extensive flooding which one can wsll imagine as
hardly a winter goes by without all thes=.fieclds along thu river mown as

~ Newton-Meada: 2eing GRAGE WAL GX e i cweeim s o it wmsre oy gt v sas ot i o

It was down here in the 1ar"F flela near NeW‘on Brnd?e onn the wer to
Bath that the Yeomanry used to meet for trainins it is still ealled '
"Cavalry Field", one can imaginc what a brilliant soeial sdene this mast
have meant for the local inhabitantse. . feoman fargers for miles arcund Lo
tiieir horses for the cecasion and” tnelr bright uniforma,”b"lbwing plumes
and giittering swords must havs beaen a signt to bohold. & hA tenants of tic
old Toll houvse on. the main road which is still inhkabited wug h1ve had «
bu%y timz for we arc told that she provided "mzi& refre Hménf The Bath

0 ounty Graphic tells us (though this is not until 1895) tn:‘ "the ten:int
is ury obliging: she will¥ bring ocut 2 chair and vou may =it here and wate
the bicycles for this is juite the Rotten Row of Batn . o

It was on Qct. 21st. of that the old weighing house Dppodgite was removel
and that the Toll Housc "has not been used for Tolle-colléeting purposes for
many yearss  Thers iz another Toll House" to the south west of the estate-
near the Pennyquick Bridge besids another disused'cdal'miﬁé*énd not far froo
the old mille T : '

The making of the railway across Newton n&&d‘ when the ol@ Suuire was
83 must have caused great excitment and busy activity in thHe village, it we:
then in 1843 that the Roman Vllla was founds There was prolonged litigatic
about the blocking of Mead Lané, the lanc from the village down to the Bath
Bristol Road which now Continues as a track the other sideé of the road, the
bill of costs includes coach journeyd to London bv a sallcitor representzng
tue Parisgh at £6 a time.

Colonel Gore Langton died in 1847 s he was bnried in the Parish ch,u:'cn
after lying in utate at the house, he mist have been a popiilar man, but a
press report which states that there were between 7 and 8 tnousand people
at the elaborate funeral must surely have been an exaggeratlnn. - The sexton
note book is amusing it reads "1847 William Gore Langton E&d. was buried Max
aged 87 ycarg on: top of his son Frederick, under. the'seco ‘ldrgestone from’
the south mnaow, room for one more, barc: are in"f = R
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This Parish church of Holy Trinity {the first recirded Rector was in |
1297) was restored in 1837 when the north mislc wan added for the use of the
poor - durding the restoration a discovery was made "it consisted 'vt‘ 2 small
door on the south sgide of the chancel arch w?'xw ch- served the dual purpose of

a hdgioseope and a passage for the pricst to the ‘Altar of Our Ladye! (th:.s is
no. longer in existencc but must presumably have been to the south of the/
aisle which was at this time attached to the manor) although some supsose
thie apexture to have been reserved for the usc of lepers.” - All this was in
the time of William Stepheon Gore Langton great grandson of the Celonel who
on the death of his maternal uncle became the 4th Earl Temple of Stoire.

The orgun case was proesented by the Reve John Lascellss in 1879. The carved
ogl sercen was prcsented by the then Reetor the Reve Paget Bayly ia 1910.

The 5tii Barl died in 1940, ons of his nephews succeeded to ths Zaridom, hut
another nephew who had inherited the estate 201d it to the Duchy of Cor'fr:fall
in 1941, the house and park are aow leased to The Gz.tv M .ﬁath to bs uned as
a Trammg College for Teachorsa. :

- We-have no-rocords-oft Newton -in-the reign of the Tirst Queen EBlizaheth
but it iz pleasing that the prcesent inhabitants can add a distinguished page
tc the history of their village by reeozding the Imr’ncnir*"?s on Maveh 2nd 1950
when Suceen Elizobeth IT then Prineess Elizabeth foraally opened the collsgs.
oun that day all the tenants of the Manor gathered in the aew gymnssium, the
Mayor of Bath and all the many Staff, Students and friends of the Collegs
gathered in the House and school children and crowis collesied all along ths
route to catch a glimpse of the Princess as she drove from Park Farm to the
main entrance of the Parlk, where a guard of Honour of the & h Bn. The Somnrset
Lignt Infantry and meny spectators were waiting. ’

On the death of Xing George the VIth Newton Ste Les togethsr with the
whole of the Duchy of Cornwall passed 4o Prince Charlos, whe then vecame
Duke of Coruwall. We who j.J.Vf‘ here now lock forwsrd with pride to ths day
when our yosung Landlord will see for himself that "There ig a faire ianor
Place liks a Castelle Building at Nuwbon Sanct ILo" and we muct add "Prince
Charlcs, Dukte of Cormwmll hath 1% now'. ' S
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